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Spring came, and with it melody and murth, 
The scent of roses on the passing sir, 
And beauty’s presence fill'd the waking earth 
With visions of the hopeful and the fair 
But abe departed while the brearh of flowers 
Came Eden hke around our blissful hours, 
Nor dresmpt we that above the storm clood lowers 
She wes our Spring—sat on its suany throne, 
Lived im the radia, ¢ of its richest gleams, 
Reled o'er our hearts an empress al! alone 
Bright as the memory of our brightest dreame 
Lightrg our bome with amiles of tenderness, 
W imning and pure as is the first caress, 
A mother's love may on the wanderer press 
Around the homestead hearth her song was beard 
When moruing’s hour awoke each sleeping rill, 
Glad as the warbling of some wildwood bird 
It breath’d into each heart an answering thrill 
Of happy thankfulness that reund our way 
Wao cast the sunlight of 2 peaceful day, 
Nor one pure beam bad ever gone asttay 
Her ster was ‘ightest in the evening dance, 
When mirth and mone ruled the dewy hour, 
When all the world seem'd in » blissful trance, 
Nor thought we pam and misery had pewer 
To blast with icy tevch im one brief year 
A heart and eye wi = always did appear 
Free from the impre + of sigh of tear 
We left her ia the bli.om of health to meet 
With stranger faces at a distant shrine, 
To answer smiles that coldly will us greet 
Where no fond heart will warmly beat te thine, 
To bear within us home thoughts wild and deep 
And mem'ries that wil! never, never sleep, 
But round us constant watoh and vigil keep 
We left her, but to meet her here no more, 
Her last fond kiss still lingers on our lips, 
To see ber last deep look of love before 


These bright eyes sank .n death's obscure eclipse 


Te press ber hand—te fold her to our heart 
Aad feel our pulses wildly, madly start, 
Te say farewell and part 
Bot not forget ber—day and night around 

Our distant home her spirit seem 'd to bead, 
Bringing us beck eech old familiar sound 

‘That used in days of infancy to blend 
W ith thoughts of her, the streumiet and the cot, 
Each sunny glade, each memory haunted spot, 
All, all alike can never be forgut 


forever pert 


All things seem 'd fall of her, ne sound bat brought 
Te oar lone hearts some eche of the past, 
And sky and ses, earth, air, and coean caught 
A portion of the hues ber mem ry cast— 
O'er each bright thought that came an angel guest, 
Laden'd with hopes of peacefulness and rest, 
Te fad « home within each troubled breast 


Bat she departed with the Spring's first bloom 
And we were (ar, far from bey dying bed, 

Exiles from ali—save from the pal! of gloom 
Her eariy fate bas o'er our spirit's shed 

'W wthering our hopes jost is thei bodding hour, 

Whee life and loveliness with all their power 

Beew'd cast around her jibe 2 nupual dower 





Bot rest thee, suster—an thy starry bome ; 
We will net mourn thee as « lost one now, 
For often will thy watching spirit come 
Like the pure breese that bathes an aching brow 
And whieper to as as im dares of oid 
Of scones of beauty, and of dreams uciold 
w B 


ie 


Original Tales. 


WOMAN’S LOVE. 


WRITTEN FOR THE UNITED STATES SATURDAY Post 





It ie a eed thing for innocence to be linked 
in close bonds with gnilt 
kindred and friendship are often 
enough to cause honest men to swerve from 
the path of rectitude, and vo say and do what 
their consciences condemn, for the purpose of 
ponsiment 


Fven the ues of 


ef strong 


screening others from merited 
What, then, ean we expect from the feebler 
resolution of woman, and where love is the 
motive ' 

A trial occurred some years age in one of 
the Courts of Pennsylvania, in which the eruel 
consequences of such a connexion were sadly 
illustrated. The prisoner was charged with 
foreibly robbing the mai!, aod of course hie 
life was in jeopardy. He waa defended with 
great zeal and ability, but the proof against 
him was everwhelming. One of the principal 
Witnesses for the prosecution was @n accom- 
plee, whe, from ebaracter aud 
ton, was not entitled to much credit, but on 
the otber hand, so many corroborating circum- 
stances had been established by respectable 
witnesses, that this miscreant’s story was only 
needed to complete the chain of evidence 
For this purpose, however, it was absolutely 
necessary, and unless he received some credit 
from the jary, it was evident there conid be no 





his posi- 


conviction. His testimony implicated severa! 
persons who had not been suspected, and crea- 
ted a great deal of excitement 
consistent in steel! 
ted in many points by other witnesses, that it 
bad evidently carried conviction to the minds 
of the court and jury. The prisoner's counsel 
exhausted al! their arts of ingenuity and of in- 
timadation, witheut inducing him to vary im the 
slightest degree from bis first statement; and 


| 
== | 
| 





ted 


| cancel jour obligations as well as my own; 
| but don’t flatter yourselves with any such 
hope, your names have,been publicly men- 
tioned ; they have you down in their books; 
and, you may rely pon it, as soon as they 
ve disposed of me, they will call you beth to 
| @ strict account.” 

| “Their witness will be gone to his own ac- 
; count before that time,’’ said Harris, with a 
grim smile 

“Yea! The balance shall be struck, and 

the final settlement elosed between us and him 
this very night'” said Jones, joining in the 
savage merriment of hie comrade. 

“ Not so fast,” said the prisoner, “ you are 
| now excited, and talk like madmen. ‘Wh the 
| first place, you will not have the opportunity 

to do what you speak of, for this comrade of 
|ours never was wanting in a careful regard 
| for his heaith and safety; and in the second 
place, if the opportunity should offer, and your 
| present fury continue, it would only be short- 
ening your road to the platform which you will 
| have to mount soon enough, as it is. Come, 
this will never do. Swindling, stealing, rob- 
bing the mail—I have become reconciled to all 
| these ; bat { still abhor murder in all ite forms. 
You may hide a parse and destroy a mail-bag, 
|} but human bleed will cry up from the very 
| ground against you.” 








| “ Bat to say nothing of vengeance,’’ said the 
| others, “our safety, by your own showing, re- junction of secrecy 


quires us to close his mouth.”’ 
© There is a better way of proceeding,’’ said 


“Tam willing,” said Harris, “to join in any 
desperate plan of rescue that you may devise; 
but as to preventing your conviction to-morrow, 
it cannot be done.”’ 

“No,” said the other, “I never saw a man 

| bound tighter than they have got you.” 


“ Listen to me,’’ said the prisoner. “If I 


produced against you, and with the same re- 
sult. But, suppose I should be acquitted! The 
destroyed, and they will pursue the subject no 
further. By acquitting me, therefore, you will 
be saving yourselves.’ 

“If my safety depended on that,” said Har- 
ris, “1 should consider my lease of life pretty 
near run out.”” 

“Explain what you would have us to do,” 


said Jones 


explain. On the night mentioned by these 
Witnesses, your husband, Mr. Jones, myeeli, 
and one or two others, had assembled to make 
|merry over some political news which had 
just reached us. We drank freely,—too much 
eo, I am sorry to say,—and were in a high 
| state of excitement, when some one proposed, 
as it was late, and we were not in a cendition 
to return home, that we take a walk. We did 
so. The night was dark, and, just as we en- 
tered the woods at the end of 
| heard the stage coming. Who proposed it, or 
| what possessed us to do it, I cannot tell ; but 
in this dranken frolic we stopped the stage 
and robbed the passengers and the mail. When 
we recovered our senses we were greatly 
alarmed at what we had done. We disposed 
of the property we had taken in such a way 
| that it was all returned to its owners. Two 
years have passed, and we thought our secret 
| safe, when we heard it revealed, to-day, in a 
shape a thousand times more dangerous than 
| the truth.” 
| It would be impossible to express the anguish 
| which wrung this noble woman’s heart, as Har- 
ris made this terrible explauation ; which. how- 
ever, waa not half so terrible as the truth 
| “LT well remember that night,” she moff@red 
jt herself my husband’s coming home at 
day-light in the morning, his strange wild and 


excited look, his bleeding wound, and his in- | 


But his explanation seem- 
j ed reasonable ; | believed it; and had long 
banished the circumstance from my thoughts 


| the prisoner ; “destroy his credibility, and you | “But disgraceful as your situation ia,” she 
| save yourselves and me too.’”’ 


| continned, addressing Harris, “surely it can 
| not be dangerous. When all is understood, 
| though every body must blame you, they will 
hardly think you deserve any very serious pen 
ishment.”’ 

| “Tf all could be understood” replied Harris 
| “ there would be no danger: but there lies the 
| difficulty. Whar credit will be given to the 


jam convicted, your arrests will follow as a | statements of those who sre accused ' Besiies 
| matter of course. The same testimony willbe | one of our company, as you see from these 


| Rotes of testimony, a mean, cowardly wretch 
has become frightened ; in the hope of saving 


{eredit of their principal witness will then be himeelf he has given a false account of the 


whole affair, and turned it into a serious rob- 


bery ; the public, and, what is of more impor- | 


tance, the Court and Jury believe it to have 
|} been such, and we have no means of showing 
| the truth.’ 


| At these words Mrs. Dencan sunk back upon 
| the sofa on which she had*been setting, and 
| buried her face in her bands 


Her heart beat 


“The name of Duncan,’’ said the prisoner, | violently; her brain was on fire ; and it seemed 


“ was mentioned to-day, as well as your's. He 


jis not here, but his wife is. Through her || from her gre 
| may yet be acquitted, and your safety secured.” | the emotions of love stirred in her heart even 


“ Explain yourself.’ 

“The witness stated that Duncan was here, 
and took part with us on the night of the 10th 
of November, 15—, about two years ago. Now, 


_ Dunean has often been from home for mouths | need. 


| for a moment as if she wasabout to find refage 


in total insensibility. But 
}at thet awfel moment, and recalled her to a 
| conaciousness of her true situation. The pris- 
oner had been right: it is not in woman’s na- 
| tare to desert the man she loves in the hour of 


In a mement she became calm and rose 


at a time, and his wife must ewear that he was | from her seat 


absent at that period on a journey. 


| comrade’s credit as a witness will be destroy- 


leased from al! farther apprehensions.’ 


“The idea is ingenions,” said Harris, “but | is surely wide enough to furnish you a place of 
}ihere is one small difficulty in the way, | refuge: escape then, while you are yet free 
| know this Isdy, and @ purer and more innocent | For my own part, my resolution is taken, and 
She never wii! agree to this very hour | commence my preparations 


being does not exist 


Let this be | 
done at the last moment of the trial; no one | “with these dreadfu! recitals, without prope- 
here will be able to contradict her; our old | sing any mode of escape, or offering one word 
If such dangers are hanging 
I shall be acquitted, and you will be re-| over your heads, why do you linger here! 


“ Why do you torture me,” she exclaimed, 


| of consolation * 


Learn from a woman bow to acr. The world 


the lane, we 


| have mentioned,’’ replied Harris 
| considered the queetion in every light, and no- | 


| proof 


who has sworn falsely against us. If he is positively as to the absence of your husband 
believed—and unless you contradict him he on the 10th of November, 18—"’ 
will be believed—then your husband’s life as = ‘i have sir. And from many other ciroum 
well as ours will be sacrificed.” stances | am positive that he was absent du- 
A flood of tears came to ber relief; and ring the whole month of November in that 
while she was thas weeping her little bey | year.’’ 
came in, and, climbing into his mother’s lap, The witness by whom Duncan had been ac- 
lisped in her ear, | cased here, wrote a few words on a slip of pa 
“ Don’t ery, mother, papa will soon come, per acd iacded ii te the counsel for the prose- 
home.” I cution. The latter glanced over it, and then 
Clasping her child corvulsively in her arms, | gave it to an officer, who disappeared. Mrs. 
she was agitated by a thousand contending Duncan was allowed to resume her seat, 
emotions when a gentleman who was well known rose 
“Alas, poor bey!” she murmured, “you from among the orowd and maid that he 
will soon have no father.”’ knew something sbout the absence of Mr 
Harris could endure this scene no longer; Duncan if the court chose to hear it. He wae 
his heart relented from its purpose, and he rese sworn, and stated that Mr. Duncan had tran- 
to withdraw | sacted business for him in New Orleans in the 
“Stay!” cried Ns. Duncan, wild with ex- fall of the year referred to. He was not cer 
citement ; “have you nothing else to propose !”’ | tain at what time he returned, but remembered 
“1 know of no remedy but that which I distinctly that he was absent for several 
“We have | months 
No one now doubted that Duncan had been 
thing else can save us.” . | falsely accused. The principal witness for the 
“When will it be necessary to offer this) preeecutien had been contradicted in one of 
| his main statements ; and the rest of his testi- 
“ To-morrow morning at eight o’clock.” mony had thas beeome worthless. A pause 
“Then come to me in The morning; I can-| ensued during which every one was silently 
not anewer you now ; my brain is bewildered ; | meditating on what had just happened. The 
in the morning you shall know my resolu-| prisoner was exulting in the suecess of his 
” he | scheme ; his counsel (who was ignorant of the 
. . ° “s 3 ” | means which had been employed) was think- 
Meanwhile the court had resumed its ses-| ing of the advantages to himself of sacquitting 
sion, and the trial was progressing. But little | his client; the counsel for the prosecction was 
effort at a defence was made except on the | considering whether he should not abandon 


thon 


| subject of character. A number of higoly re-/ the cause: the judge was reflecting on the 


spectable witnesses were calied, who testified | dangerous character of the testimony of ac 
to the hitherto irreproachable character of the | complices; and the jury were thanking their 
Prisoner ; and as the investigation had already | wars that they had not been betrayed into the 





| taken a wide range, they spoke also of the cha- | .ooviction of an innocent man 


racters of these who had been acoused, but; 4: this moment the officer returned, and 
were not on trial. Every one spoke in the with him came a well known and highly re- 
highest terms of Duncan, as a highly henora- | spectable merchant carrying an account book 
ble man, and most excellent citizen. His wife | under his arm. The counsel for the prosecu 
also was referred to as a most interesting and | tion asked permission to have the latter sworn 
excellent woman, distinguished for her piety | a. 4 witness, which was granted. He was 
and benevolence. One venerable old gentle-| then asked if had had any dealings with Mr 
man in particular, who was her own neighbor, | Duncan in the fall of 18—. 

jeacribed her as a woman adorned with all the “1 had, sir.” * 

virtues of her sex. He worshipped at the same! « Have you any means of telling at what 
altar with her; he had heard a thousand bless- tiine he returned home that fall, from his jour- 
ings invoked upon her head by the neighboring | ney to New Orleans” 

poor, for acts of unostentatious charity; he had| «| hed dealings with him soon after his re- 
observed her at her own fireside, surrounded | turn, and, several weeks after, we ha! a gene- 


by her family ; and in these relations of Chris- | -a! settlement, which is here entered upon my 
tian, neighbor, wife, and mother, he considered | book, and bears his signature as well as my 


her an example worthy of all imitation. } 
The testimony was at length closed, and the | 
court adjourned until the following morning. | 


own 
“ What is the date of that settlement *”’ 
Every man in the court room held his breath 

‘to catch the answer, which was, 

Oa the departure of Harris and Jones, Mrs.| ‘‘ The tenth day of November.” 
Duncan had retired to her chamber to indulge, A« if a sudden clap of thunder had borat 
her grief, and consider what course she ought | upon them, the anxious listeners recoiled be 
to pursue. When she raised her thoughts to | fore these words. It was impossible te doubt 
Heaven in prayer for direction, the still small | it, and yet the mind could not endure to be- 
voice of consesence whispered that she must | lieve it —this most interesting and admurabie 
net de evil, even that good may come ; but woman, whose whole fife had been spent in 


when she thought of her husband, and looked | virtuous and charitable deeds, had come for- | 


| ward and ificed her own , to save 
her guilty husband. At length the stern voice 
| of the Jadge was heard : 

“Come, gentlemen, let us pat an end to 
these interruptions. Go on with the argu- 
ment!” 

These words, and still more the tone in 
which they were spokeu, smote, like the knell 





upon her children, the voice of conscience was 
no longer heard, amidst the tumultuous emo- 
tons of her heart. In this state of agitation 
and irresolution she remained until the fellow- 
ing morning, when the post boy appeared and 
handed her a letter. Instantly recognizing the 
hand-writing of her husband, she eagerly tore 
open the seal. The contents were mysterious 


bat it was a | 
and 0 strongly corrobora- | 


| friends, for she was entirely unacquainted with 


and alarming 
of the impossibility of hie returning 
for some years at least; and enjoined it upen 
her to come with her children immediately to 
to pretend that he was sick, or 
make any excuse she pleased, or for a tempo 
rary absence, but to make all her arrangements 
to leave finally. 

It was clear enough from thie that he ha 
been informed of the arrestof the prisoner who 
was now on trial, and expected to be implica 
ted himeeli. The stery of Harrie seemed thus 
to be confirmed, and the danger as great ac he 
Her hoart sank within ber 


make soch a statement, for Duncan was here, | To-morrow will see me on my way to join my 
and she knows i.” | husband ; and in some corner of the world we 
ht is precisely because she is pure and in- | will yet enjoy saiety and happiness 
nocent, and a devoted wife,’’ said the prisoner, Harrie was nota 
that she will do it.” sudden and beid resolution 
“ She knows nothing of her husband’s pranks, he 
and will refuse to give credit to the stery,’’ | gency, with cruel effect 
“Undoubtedly what you propose would be 
you and Jones to convince | the best,’’ he said, ‘if it were possible to ex- 
her of its truth,’ said the prisoner. “She has|ecute it. But it is too late. Weare no longer 
known us all as friends and companions of her | free, but are under heavy bonds to appear at 
no doubt had « good opinien of | Court; and this very morning an officer was 
our and virtue as well as of his. Yet} sent with a warrant husband 
here am | om trial for my life, and in immi-| Before you could reach him, he will be on his 


dangers 


little disconeerted at this 





but he had aready where he was 


inveation, and *mployed it, in this emer- 


said Harria 


It will be for 


husband, a 







mor to arrest your 


had represented it 





nent danger of being convicted. The same | way here a prisoner when she r i hie that an 
witness that accuses me, accuses her hus-| “Then we are all lost she exclaimed, officer had already been sent to arrest her hus- 
band, This much she must believe, and the | sinking again upon the seta, and sobbing aloud. band 

reat will depend on your skill in negotiating.| When the first paroxysm of her grief was It is too late,’’ she exclaimed, “to follow 
You have net been deficient on other occa- | over, Harris again addressed her his instructions, There is only one mode oi 


sions, and as our lives depend on your success “ There is one mode of Bape and one only 
here, | am not afraid that your wits will be | for us all.’ 
With prudent management; ‘For mercy sake then tell me what it is 
success is certain. She loves her husband ; and | she exclaimed, convulsively 
who ever heard uf a woman deserting the man | ken my heart with cruel words already 
she leved in an hour of need?” me some ground for hope, form some plan 
I do not like the task,” said Harris, ‘ tell me what | can do. forget what | have said 
overreach a man without seruple , but to drive | but adviee, and Oh, Mr 
this innecent weman to the commission of per- she contiaued, in the simplicity of ber nature 


escape. Why, then, dol hesitate’ | will be 
committing @ great crime, but Hoaven is my 
witness, that | do it not willingly, but to save 
my husband and my children 

Harris came soon after, and found her calm 
and ready to accompany him. 

“LT will go with you, and do what you re 
were her only words 
On their way to the Coart House, Harris io 


duller than usval. 
“vou have bro. 
Give 


I can 


fireet me Harrie yuire 


jury by abusing her holiest affections, is what | “I ean apply to no one bat you for help: pity structed her what to aay, and how to conduct 
I never expected to come te. However, the | me, then, and do not forsake me! herself. When they arrived, they found that 
case ia urgent. In great emergencies it is ne- “You may trost every thing to me. said the counsel were already arguing the cause 


oessary to overcome small scruples. I under- Harris, in a soothing tone I pledge myself, before the jury; bot application was immed 


ately made for permission to examine this new 


take what you wish, and you shall have no asl value my own life, to do all in my power 
cause to complain of my management.” to promote your comfort, and your husband's | witness. |t was strongly objected to 
° bf ° ad © bad safety. There is one way of escape, as | have The witness comes too late,’’ said the cour 


sel for the prosecution. “Why was she not 
produced at the properteme! We should then 
have had an opportunity to inquire into her 
but now the investigation has beer 
regularly closed, and | protest agasnst ils being 
re-opened.’” 


This is the Jady who was spoken of yes 


Shortly after Harris and Jones went to the | said, and oneonly. You alone have the power 


Dunean to save us 
“I! Thea 
done. Never 
only when I lost al) hope 
“{t will be imposing on you an unpleasant 


whose unfortunate wife, as 
beautiful in person as she was pure in heart, 
received them with great cordiality as old 


honse of 


tell me quickly how it can be 


fear my courage: | was weak character, 


the cireumstances which we have been rela- 


continued Harris, “and 4 there was 





they felt that their cause was hopeless. The | ting. Harris seon entered upen his infamous | duty,’ 
truth was that this wretched witness, whose | project by giving an account of the trial which any other help for us | would net ask you to do , tery,’ eeplied the counsel for the prisoner 
whole life had been familiar with falsehood | had been going on during the day. Mra. Dan-| it. But as your motives «ill be pure, and she’ “ the wile of Mr. Dancan ; and after what wae 


vd erome, who had quenched the last spark 


of honor 


and thus save himeelf at the expense of hie 


comrades, had no louger any inducement to| “the eharge is very elearly proved, and the | when this transaction ocearred. 
Troth, in this case, answered hie| universal opinion is that be will be found | testimony there would be no danger to any of 


falsehood 


porpose, and he well knew that trath alone | guilty.” 


h ” 


was sure of being « t; he had 


strictly adhered to it 





of the case, when the Court adjourned until | crime.” 


afternoon 


The prisoner was conducted to his cell, and | notes of one of the counsel, which will explain | we must prove that he was several huadred 
immediately after, two of the persons who had | every thing 


been referred to by the witnesses as acoom 


plices, named Harris aod Jones, sought admit-| had borrowed for the purpose of corroboreting | 
tance. The jailor, being wnacquainted with | his own siatements,) certain parts which ap-| wholly unconscious of Harrie’s aim, “he had 


them, and relying on the strength of his walls 
and belts, admitted them 
were alone, one of the visilers began, with 





dreadful imprecations, to threaten vengeance 
against their comrade who had betrayed 
them 


“ Bat for hie craven spirit,’ he exclaimed 
“ there would have been no dangers to you, or 
to him or to any of us, If | had dreamed of 
this, instead of deing in Court to day, he should 
have been numbered among those who jell no 
tales.” 

“ This is che last of his tales 





,"? said the other, 
lerociously 

“No!” said the prisoner, “he will tell ene 
more, at least,--perhaps two ; that will depend 
on whether you gentlemen are tried together 
or separately.”’ 

“ What do you mean ‘ 
gether. 

“ De you suppose,” said the prisoner, “ that 


’ exclaimed both te- 


the maw ef public justice, and the zeal of 


these who sdminiater it will be satisfied with 
hanging me up by the neck! (One out of half 
a dozen ' 
me, to be sure, if | could represent you all, and 





and silenced the last throb of con-| the name of the prisoner 
scvence (for he was no repentant sicner) in ma- | the charge was unfounded, and that he would | wrong, becomes under these circumstances, an 
king up his mind to “turo States’ Evidence,’’ | be honorably acquitted 


Such was the position | him, and gow do not believe him guilty of this | quitted, al! danger will be over 


As soon as they | Mra. Duncan 
| tonishment, but ne longer doubted the truth of | about that time 
| the charge 


it would be a great satisfaction to 








saul of her, | hope the counsel will spare 
discussion of character, We coald not 
procure ber attendance sooner, but she comes 
now in her busband’s absence, to disprove the 
infamous charges which have been made 
against him. The only object of this trial is 
to ascertain the uth; will your Honer, then, 
exclude such a wilness as this merely because 
she does not come forward strictly in time! 
“Tt will be an ipregula:ity to admit the wit 
ness,’ said the judge; “but as both parties 
have had great lativude already, we are not 
lisposed now to shut out any light that can be 


can expressed infinite surprise when she heard | consequences, to save innocent mes from 
But she was sure | unjust punishment, what wopld otherwise be 


the 


act of heroic virtue. The witness who now 
“On the contrary, madam,” said Harris, | accuses us, ax | have said already, was with us 
Without his 
jus. If, therefore, we can destroy his credit 
“ Sarely that is not your opinion ; you knew | and Lave the prisoner who is now on trial ac 
Now he has 
stated distinctly that your husband was here 
“ Madam,” said Harris, “I have here the on the night of the tenth of November 18 


| miles away , this contradietion properly estab- thrown upon this extraordinary case. We do 
He then read from these notes, (which he | lished, is all we want not intend to re-open the Ln vestigation gene 
“But he was here,’ said Mre. Duncan, | rally, but, considering the character of the 


witness, as it has been proved, and as we our- 
selves know it, she may be asked merely as to 
the presence or absence of her husband, at the 
time referred to.’ 

Mrs. Dunean was then sworn and esked 
whether ber husband was at home on the 10th 
of November, 18 In a calm firm voice she 
answered 

“Tle was not. He left home in the latter 
part of the summer of that year, on business 
which called him to New Orleans, and did not 
return until the last day of November.’ 

How can yeu be so certain about the dates, 
madam,’ inquired the counsel for the prosecu 


peared to leave no doubt of the prisoner's guilt. | returned several weeks before.” 

i her of as-| “Titen you remember that he was absent 
You must shift the date of 
| hie return, and swear that he was absent on the 
This is our 





“IT am sorry to add, madam,” continued | night of the tenth of November. 
Harris, “that there is another part of this | only hope 
affair which concerns you and us still more At thie open proposition to commit perjury 
nearly’ He then read from the notes that 
part of the test y which imp! i them- | roused 
selves and Duncan | “~nd de you ask me to do this!’ 
“Now, [ see,” said Mra. Duncan, “that this|claimed. “Is this the act of heroic 
whole story is a fabrication Surely your cha-| which | am to perform! “ Why you, your 
racters, and that of my husband, will be «| selves can plead, that if you committed a 
safficient answer to it,” lerime, it was in the madness of a drauken 
“Madam,” said Harris, drawing his seat | revel. But the crime which you propose to me 
closer to hers, and lowering his voice to a| woul! be wilful and deliberate. It would bring 
solemn whisper, “| am extremely sorry to say ; upon me what you need not feel, the stings of 
any thing that may alarm you, of wound your le guilty conscience ; and forfeit forever what 
feelings. But you must sammon up all your | you may yet hope to obtain, the merey of Hea- 
resolution, for it is necessary that you should | wen. Providence wili open up some way to 
hear and understand me. You do net believe | make known your innocence ; but, if we w- 
that your busband, er that we could ever have | volve ourselves in this new guilt, he will cer 
rommitted this infamous crime. You do us ne | tainly abandon us to our fate.” 
more than justice. Morclly we are as inno- “You consider the matter seriously 
as yourself, But a freak of folly hae madem,’ said Harrie; “remember, that 
placed us all in « dangerous position, | will‘ are only trying to oppose aa infamous wretch 


all the honest indignation of her heart was 





she ex 
virtue 


tion 
“| have this morning referred to some me- 
morandums whieh [ made daring Mr. Dun- 


turn.’’ 
“Can 
dumat” 
“They are of « private nature, sir, and | 
would rather you would excuse me,” she an- 
swered, without betraying the alarm she began 


to teei 


you these memoran- 


pot produce 


too 


vent we “Have you referred to them so earefully, 
interposed the Judge, “that you can speak 


He spoke of difficulties and « 
hysterically, she cried aloud 


me do thie? 


No doubt her crime was inflicted on her 
foresaw the sting of a guilty conscience 


le 


exce 
declares to be habitual among the clergy of his 
cou 


ean’s absence, and ummediately after his re- 


stadies 
under these cireumstances, F. 


{ death, opon Mrs. Dunean’s ear. Sobbing 


“ Then, he is lost! 

You told me it would save him 
but yor deceived me!—-l have born false 

\tness |—-stained my own soul with crime! 


Oh, why did you make 


and my busband is not saved !’’ 


They bore her from the court room, blighted 
body and in spirit. More than one rugged 
ryman brushed a tear 
ounsel leaned in silence over their table 


the 


and 


from hie cheek 


the Judge paused long before he ventured to 


rust his voice. 
. . . . . . 
Its needless to say that the prisuner was con- 


cted , the more readily on account of the in 


famous means he had employed to defend him- 


Mra. Dunean soon after disappeared with 
er chikiren, It is believed she went to join 

husband. To what corner 
rave withdrawn 
eas as well as safety, 


of the world 





or whether she enjoys 
we cannot tell 
assle 
bus 
as hope that her other apprehension of for- 


teiting forever the mercy of Heaven, will not 
be realized 
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SINECURES; 

Or, Parson Chacher's Day. 
BY C. M. KIRKLAND 


The Reverend Sydney Smith makes himeelf 
{ingly merry with the claims which he 





try, to the character of persecuted saints 
ers of the Church militant—calied to suf 
he faith. He says such expressions had 








mer 


always been very pazaling to him, until he re- 


collected that po fewer than eight hundred 


| clergymen of the Cherch of Fagland, had with- 


in a lew years, been prosecuted for non res 

So that the interpretat‘on soemed to be 

hat the reverend geotieman had made a slighi 

mistake between being persecuted for dong theur 
fury, and being prosecuted for not doing it 

This spark from the anvil of the doughty oli 

who has given such trip-hammer blows 


dent 





te our sine Of repudiation, brought to mind a 
story which was teld in my hearing once, by a 
ne who remembers every thing that has 
"7 at and dene in New England since 
M ndish’s time—an old triend of course 
Not a same—net a date—not a place of resi 
fenee—not @ family connection—no root or 
branch of tree genealogical, is ever wanting 





in these narratives. And, what is singula: 
even that rare ingredient, truth, the desidera 
tam in @ reminiscence, is always present to 
give zest to the whole, so that one used never 
w be alraid to give, suspericulo, any of 
= § MOTOS, @Ver 10 presence of an eccle 
siastical court, 

The little story T am about to tel! is at fourth 
hand, yet none the less worthy of credence. It 
refers to the only sineoure known to New Eng- 
land, and we shall take leave to cal! ut 


PARSON THACHER’S DAY. 
Wheo my brother E. was a little boy,” said 
Mins , “his bealth was delicate, and he 
was sent inte the country to school, and there 
boarded at @ great old farm-house, one in the 
rea! oil New Ragland style, of which few speci 
mene now femain. Here in the first cold wea 
ther of autuma, the family congregated about 
the kitchen fire, eo as not to disturb the flewer 
is whieh still ornamented the hearth of the 
at ig-toom. The young student {rom Boston 
was accommedated, on one side of the fire, 
with a little stand on which was placed a tall 
iron candlestick, bearing a dipt candle with a 
wick an inch long, for the furtherance of his 
Not being much inspired by the book 
was wont to 
listen to the talk of an ancient dame who sat 
with « perennial fountain ef knifting-work in a 
high-backed chair on the opposite side of the 
fire, bestowing various hints and cautions upon 
@ young clergyman lately ordamed, aud boping 








Miss 


he would be “kerried through,’’ all the work 
that was before him in the ministry of that 
parish 

The young clergyman, city bred and only 
quest at the farm-house, listened with defer. 

| ence and replhed very satisfactorily to most oi 
the old iady’s remarks; but he could not be 
made to understand very clearly in what par 
| ticulare he was l'kely to find his position more 
than usually diffienk. He did not seem to 
doubt that he sheuld be “ kerried through, 

though he said so very modest! 

“Humph!” said the old Ieay, taking a 
spare knitting needle from her work and pass 
ing it gently under her cap with a reflective 
au 

“ Did you ever hear about Parson Thacher's 
lay, Mr. Z ' My mother could remember 
Pareou Thacher, though he died m 1727. He 
was aman that had been to schvol and then to 
college in this country; and that wasn’t enowg! 
bat he must be sent to the old country, (it wae 

| the eustom in them days) yea, to Leyden, 
where he studied for the ministry, and not only 
that, but learned medicine and surgery, and 
not content with that, stadied law besides.” 
r.Z n to open hie eyes at this 
euumeration of his predecessor’s accomplish - 
ments 

“ Yes,"’ continued the good lady, “and be- 

sides, he was a mechanic, so that he 
could use almost any tool. Well, he came 
and settled in thie town and married 
| Theodosia Fa., and she made him a good wife, 
| and they lived very comfortably in their plain 
way.” 

* But,’’ eaid the young clergyman, who, be 
| ing freah from college, was the least in the 
| world priggish, ‘1 can scarcely see how Mr 
| Thacher’s European acquirements were ueces- 

sary to fit him for such a iteon . 

“ Hamph!” said the old lady again, “ stay 

} tall I tell oe my story. One Monday morning 
| parson Thacher said to his wife, “ l've enga 
jged to go to P- to preach an ordination 
| sermon, on Wednesday, and | must set out to- 
| morrow ; #0 thw day | must have entirely for 
my stady, and you must net allow me to be 
interrupted for any thing short of life or death 
Se Mrs. Thacher promised, and the goo! par 
eon went thoughtfully up stairs to prepare his 
sermon 

He was scarcely seated when a woman of 
| the neighborhood came in, almost breathless 

anxiously encuiring for Mr. Thacher 

“He is in his study, and cannet be disturbed 
on any account’ 

“Oh dear!" says the poor woman, “! don’t 
know what | shall do, then, for our best cow's 
very sick, and nobody can’t de nothing to help 











ner, We've had Loren, the cow-dector and 
he can’t tell what's the matter with he 
What will become of us if we low her’ Now 





Mrs. Thacher felt eo bed to think the woman 
mneat lose her cow, that she een vent i 
stairs and Koocked at her besbern!’* dee 

“ Wife, you know I tol! you | com 


“Yes, bot poor Mre Trimbiey and 
| then she toki all about the cow, and tried te 
pereusde the parson to goat eoce Thu he 


said was ont of the question, t 
certainly call after dianer, as he was 
to pass by Mr. Trimbley's te go tea 
| where he had promised to make « pray 
the poor woman went heme very = 
| forted to think that parson Thac 
jcome at all so great was ber op < 
skill, She had hardly shot the gate, whe 
| anothér neighbor came in as Bormed aod ont 
of breath a Mrs. Trimbiey , hardly remember 
ing to my “how d’ye det” before she cored 
out “ Where is Mr. Thacher '”” 

“My husband's in his study, and am- 











“Oh, run up, de, Mrs. Thacher, and tell 
him that Mr. Vose and Mr. Hunt have bad an 
awful quarre) again, and Mr.-Vose says he'll 
£ right off to Boston and employ lawyer Grid 
ey, 





This frightened Mre. Thacher dreadfully, to 
think a quarre] should get to such a length in 
the neighborhood. So knowing her hu N 
powers a8 a peace-maker, she went @p 
study-door once more 








What u the matter now, wife ?’’ said parson 
Thacher 

On! « dreadful quarrel,” and so forth, re- 
peating all the threats and hard speeches, and 
begging her husband to interfere without de 
lay 

Well, I can't peasibly go now, bat send 
word to Mr. Vose not to ge to Boston sili he 
has seen we.” | wiil call after dinner, as | go 
to the raising.”’ 


This pacified the messenger, and the parsor 
went on with about the “ foarthiy’’ of his ord) 
patien sermon 

|} Presently a violent rapping with a heavy end 

ot a whip was heard at the door, and a farmer 
from some distance off inquired for Mr 
Thacher. Mrs. Thacher repeated the old ex 
cuse, but the farmer was not to be put off so 
easily. He insisted on the minister's wile 
going up and telling ber husband that a man 
was below who must see him, being in great 
trouble and wanting immediate help. U po 
thia, with many grosna, the parson at length 
came down and learned that the man’s axletree 
broken under a load of potash-kettles and 
he could do nothing without help 

The only thing to be done,’’ said 

Thacher, “is to make another axletree just like 
that. Go to my shed; there you will find a 
box ot tools. Cut down a young hickory, make 
your axletree, and when it’s ready, I'll come 
and help you to put in 

And then the parson turned to go up stairs 
again, bot Mre. Thacher told bim the dinner 
was ready to take up, and would be on the ta 
bie in a miunate. So he sat down to dinner 
when that was finished, it was quite time te go 
to the ramming. Oa the way he remembered the 
sick cow. He found the poor cow in great 
pa:n, and several of the neighbors standing 
round looking at her 

ave you tried thie, and this, and such ar 
other thing ! 
Yes, but nothing does any good ! 

And then parson Thacher, with all his Ley 
den learning went close up to the cow, and ex 
amined her ali over 

“Make beef of her while you can, Mrs 
Trimbiey,’’ said he, “ for her leg is broken and 
there is nothing else to be done.’ 

And so he jogged on to the scene of the quar 
rel. There he tound Mr. Vose in a towe 
passion, declaring he would go yet to Bostor 
for squire Gruliey, although he had waited out 
of respect for the pastor 





paraon 





rm 





“ What is the difficulty this time '” said par 
eon Thacher 
‘Oh, the old thing over again. His cows 





have been in my corn and | know they were 
tarned in on purpose, and I’m determined if it 
costs me every 





* Send tor Mr. Hunt!" said payson Thacher 
Mr. Haat came. After some parley and 
things said on beth sides, the parson 


“ What may be the damage in money ? 
About two pustarcens,”’ saye Mr. Vose 


“Well, you won't object to paying that 
newhbdor Hant!’’ said the pastor 

“Why—no said Mr. Hunt; and after a 
friendly exhortation, the parson went on his 


way ata brisk trot, fearing to be late a 
reaming. Here he found all in commotion, and 
as soon as he appeared, his name was ca 


out by a dozen at ouce. A man had fallen of 
the timbers and waa taken up for dead K 
here is parson Thacher,’’ said they And 


parson felt the man's pulse, sani he was 
dead, called for handages, drew out a lance 
bled bim, and im a short time signs of 
peared. A!l was soon over and the man re 
covered. The went on; the m 
made his prayer and then set off for | 
knowing he had the ordination sermon yet t 
fimeh. As he came past Hunt's, be found the 
mao wailing at the gate for him 

Mr. Thacher 
from an ugly 
My wife wa 
of her own curing, and if you'll wait a minute 
Vil step in and get i, aud put im your saddle 


e ay 








a0 
















. 

So the bacon was brought and it took some 
little time to get it inte the eaddle-bags, but 
sermon or no sermon such @ present must not 
be refused. And parson Thacher trotted on 
hoping supper would be ready when he got 
home He had to pass Vose’s door too, and 
Vose who was busy with something in the yar 
looked up and saw the minieter and stopped 
bam, Wael he mught thaak Bim for his (rieudly 


office in the quarrel 
Mr. Thacher said 

“Mr. Vose, may | trouble you to hand me 
ap a goed big stone, to put in the other side of 
my saddie-bags, for Mra. Hent has given me a 
leg of bacen that weighs them down unequally, 
and causes them to slip 

“ Not I, indeed, parson Thacher,’ ways Vose 
‘T'll give you no stone; bat my wife has got 
some wa cheeses, and if you'll wait just one 
minate, li step in to get one to balance r 
saddle-bags.’’ : i os 

The chesse was fortcoming in a moment 
and stowed away, and parson Thacher « herup- 
ped on his horse and soon saw home. But at 
the gate he was met by his wife with a troubled 
countenance. 

Here are Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Waies 
come to stay night, to go with you to-mer- 
row to the ordination, and I’ve nothing in the 
world for supper but some eggs.’ 

“ Don’t be troubled, my dear,’ 


While they were talking, 





Thacher, and with that he palled the ham and | 


the cheese out of the suidle-bags, and was 
about to step in to welcome his friends, when 
the man of the axle-tree boarled him, seem- 
ingly a good deal cat of patience : 
“Why person Thacher, you've staid so long 
that it’s too late for me to go to-night: There 


was noboly else here that could help me, and | 


#0 here | am 


“Well never mind, neighbor, you can sleep | 


here and go on in the morning 

“Ay, but I muet be ready to start before 
day,” saul the farmer, “and the axle-tree has 
got to be mended to-night.”’ 

Mr. Thacher saw there was nothing for it 
bat to help the poor man after his own fashion; 
#0 he called for the lantern, pot up his horse, 
helped the man in with the axle-tree, ate his 
supper, performed the family devouens, saw 
all his guests safely stowed away for the night, 
and then sat down and fir 
sermon And so ended 
Day.” 





Thacher’s 


parson 


The old lady looked at the young clergyman, | 


but be did net speak 
counten 
ror 


He wore a very sai 
woe, and very soon taking up bis tall 
» candlestick, went musingly to bed 

Qu. What would the eight hundred perse 
cuted clergymen, or even the reverend Sydney 
humeelf think of a New Eagiand sinecure t 


Spanish Life. 


EL COLL DE SALAGUER. 


A Modern Catalonian Storp 








FROM CHAMpeR®’ FowRNAL 


The read {rem Barcelona to Valencia passes 









ver the siut of a ceonlilera, or mountain 
redge, known by the name of FE! Coli de Bala- 
gner Thie road ix edged by the cea on one 
ede, and the Coll on the other, and at one 
pont eapecsily, where there is an albow or 
eho m, there are several enormous blocks 
of se whieh appear to have become detach 
«! » the main rock, and to have laiged in 


wations gxactiy enitable for the concealment 
of Danciott), and affording facilities for pouncing 
apes the unsuspecting travelier irom the nar- 
now passages by which they are separcaied 
Between the years 1425 and 1831, several 
robbenes and assassinations had been perpe- 
rated close to this and six rode crosses, 
erected within a ¥y short distance of each 
were sad mementos of the fact. All 






ether 


these mardere had been accompamed by cit- 


camstazces marked by a 
The first victim who perish 
neughberhead 
travelling from Lérida to Tortosa. it was sup- 
poet that, having had occasion to transact 
umness in places out of the direct rand, he 
had branched off, and had joined the Barce- 
lona route near the Coll de Balaguer. He was 
seen one alliernoon, riding along on bie mule 
in that direction, and early on the following 
moruing a mendicant far found tus dead bedy, 
bathed in blood. A bullet had struck him in 
the forehead, | the eyes. His money 
and other light valuables were gone. but the 
assassin appeared to have dislained to take 
any other part of his property, for his mule 
was quietly cropping the scanty grass a short 
distance off, and the little portmanteau was 
*t trapped on the ernpper pad. A remarka- 
le as well as unaccountable circumeiance at- 
tending this catastrophe was, that a roughly- 
fashioned wooden cross had been placed in the 
clasped hands of the murtered me 
moet ty > and diligent steps were taker 
under the direction of the authorities, for the 
discovery of the asaarsin, but without effect 
Seven months afterwards, on the eve of the 
festival of San Hilarion, i the month of Octo 
ber, a dealer—who hai been to Barcelona to 
lispose of a large quantity of Segovia wool 
and who was on his way to Murcia with acen- 
siderable eum of money : was 
robbed and mardered he Coll de Bela 
gvuer, and about the middie of the following 
year, Don Andreas Escoriasa, a manufacturer 
of fire-arma, was found dead in the same place 
In February, 1*30, a pedlar named Zoanno- 
who had been selling his wares in differ- 
eat parts of the country, commencing his tral 
fle in Navarre, and ending im Catalonia, when 
on his road trom Barcelona to Tortosa, in order 
to return to the north by one of the passage 
beats which ascend the Ebro, was also killed 
by a bullet near the fatal spot; and eight days 
before the festival of Todos jos Nantes, or al! 


vular soulanty 


treaded 








gat bet weer 











aot he 





his possession 





near 





fer 











Saints, in the same year va P. Dirba, a 
contraban , and also & great sportsman 
who had that very morning succeeded in emug- 
giing a cargo of French totaceo on that part of 


the coast 
having an 
for the trebulo o 
was armed, was still 
his corpse 

In January 
named Nervas y Alaves, who had been selling 
a lot of hiqueriee juice Tottosa, was 
vered at El Coll de Balague 

These six vietims 
money aloue, and 
with equa! good aim Dy a single 
each was foand witha 
cross fixed un bie liteless bande 

The Coll de Balaguer became, as may natu 
rally be supposed, the terror of travellers, as 
wellasof the surrounding country 
quence of these murterou 
few persons had the har 
that route, unless they w 
stoutly accompanied \ 
called them from Bareelo 
leneia, diverged from 
lingly encountered the t 


was assassinate! evidently without 
opportunity of defending hunself 
blunderbues with which 
loaded and lying beside 


he 
1831 


the dead bedy of a person 


{isco 





i rifled of their 
mortally struek 
More- 


rough wooden 





bullet 
over 





nh oon 
and 
to travel by 





waylayings 





mod 









aly anc 
vy, whose affairs 
wtona and Va- 
road, and wil- 
| and imoonvenience 





of making a cireu: a) leagues over 
rugged paths, regaining that high road at a 
safe distance from the dreaded Coll de Bala 
quer 

goat-herda, whe had ecceasionally 


dome 
soducted 





ther theeks to browse upen the 
herbage near the «pot, declared that 
had found some faded flowers which had 
leposited by an unknown hand at the 
toot of each of the six wooden crosses which 
marked the banal places of the murdered ira 





been 





vellers, and they went #0 far as to add, that at 
sunset they had more than once Jdeseried a tall 
figure enveloped in a cleak gliding along until 
t arrived close to the crosses, when it sank or 


* knees, and appeared absorbed in praye 
t that upen their approact idenly var 
shed. They aleo imagined that they had o« 
ecaseonally heard doleful groans and soba, ap 
parently proceeding [rom some person | 
or saffering, at the foot of the { 
these mysterious circumstances, he 
been a bold man who wor 
that spot alone after nightta 
A lew years antecedent to 








1 venture t 


hese eta z 











events, @ person named Vencesias  riarte Wook 
p his residence the env . I “ 
He was not a Catalo a . vious bis 
lory was anknow 1 those arts It was roa 
mored, however » revolution of 
1822, when the lnoqusute was abvlished, he 
had been alcaydle, or jark some prison be- 
longing to that dread tribunal. Aceording to 
hia own account, he had served in what was 


called the Army of the Faith, a body of impla 
cable fanatics, who hesitated at no means, how 
ever astute or cruel, endeavor to perpetuate 
a system which had been for ages the bane of 
fomestic felenty, the curd to » lh 
genee, and the fosterer of the most evil ~~ 
sous. 





| of their prostrate 


his ordination | 


| reads, od which afford 


‘ searce 
' Vences 


wasarich merchant who was 


| horrible ey 
ad 





That baleful system having at leneth been 
resiated in the most determined manner by the 
mass of the Spanish people, the majority of 
ite agents and abettors had either fallen i) the 
various encounters between the constitutional 
forces and those of the Army of the Faith, or 
had emigrated to France, Italy and other coan- 
tries, whilst considerable numbers dispersed 
—— in various parts of Spain, where 

were generally regarded with snepicion 
cok tenet not Gainiactea with fear 5 ate 
then ; for they bore the in- 
jelible stamp of beings who had been in the 
habit of perpetrating crimes of the very leep- 
est dye, either in the dungeons of the [nquisi- 
tion, where none but the monsters in human 
form who tortared their victims in secret could 
hear their shrieks for mercy, or in districts 
whieh the Army of the Faith had unde 
domination, perseenting and castivating ‘hose 
whose words, actions, or even looks, coli be 
0 distorted or misinterpreted as to be mate 
the groundwork of a suspicion 

This Vencesias Uriate’s habite were expen 
sive ; but the source whence he drew his pecu 
niary supplies was unknown ; and althongh he 
Practiced all the outward forms of religvon with 
scrupulous exactitude, and had, on that ac- 
count, gained a certain reputation fer piety in 
some quarters, he was generally looket u; 
as a dangerous person. Strange and ominous 
expressions, fearfully indicating that he was 


ue 





on 


| familiar with crime, escaped his lips in un- 


guarted moments ; and he gave Way cccasion- 
ally to the most forions bursts of passion in 


| altercations with his associates, hie vengeful 


glances causing the bystanders to tremble lest 
he should put an end to the dispate in some 
violent and tragical manner. Nor were their 
fears groundless, although the fata! blow might 
not be struck in their presence. The follow 
ing instances are characteriatic of the man 
Some one having asked him how it was that 
being so excellent a shot, he so seldom went 
out for a day's sport, his reply was “To find 
a hare, it i necessary to undergo fatigue 
Then, if you sheot it, you must run some little 
distance to pick it up; and you must after 
wards walk « way if you wish to se 
Tis much better to wait for a ma 





it 
he comes 
of his own accord ; and when you have killed 








him, all yeu have to do is to ransack h 


f 
al for- 





| yas [saddle-bags. | 


One day, however, he went to shoot wild 
fow! in company with Antonio P. [irba, the 
contrabandista, te Los Aifaques, which are a 
cluster of emall islands or banks near the 
mouth of the Ebro, thickly overgrown with tail 
elter to great num- 
bers of wild ducks and flamingoes. At the 
close of their day's sport, they entered a 
fisherman’s hut in fate 5 of refreshment. bot 


| all they could obtain was a salad, eat into very 


small pieces, and, as is the custom in Catalo- 

ha, swimming in a profusion of liquid caldo, 

composed of water, oil, and vinegar 
Antonio, in helping his companion 





to some 


}ealdo, used rather clumsily the roughly fa- 
wooden 


ehioned whieh the fisherman 
had juced ; for though he seemed to be 
ladling out the caldo, he in reality transferred 
any to his compauion’s plate, and 

insisted that he turned the spoon 
the wrong way upwards, and that he w 
pidly trying to take up the caldo with the « 
vex side of the spoon. Antonio mainta 
that he was using the hollow part, and oat of 
this trifling matter a most violent quarre! arose 
And yet, as is the case with regard to many 
other seriqne quarrels, the origin thereo! was 
not only fh di for a 














raon who accidentally came into the fisher 


pe 
| man’s hut, and to whom the matter was refer- 


red, declared, on the first glance at the object 
in dispate, that both sides of the spoon were 
alike, that is, neariy flat. 

Three days after this absurd contention be- 
tween Vencesias Uriarte and poor Antonio P 
Turba, the latter was found lying dead. with a 
rade woodened cross in his stiffened hands, 
near the Coll de Balaguer 

During Lent, in the year 1832, a troop of 
strolling players had been 





pertorming with 


great success at Tarragona one of those Autos 
Sacramentales, or sacred plays, which excite 
great interest among the Spanish people, inas 


much as they are living representations, dis 
played with great exactness, aed by scenic 
illusions, of some of the most remarkable and 
exciting events recorded sacred wri 
tings; the martyrdom of saints being frequent!y 
represented on the stage apparentiy in al! 
The auto sacramental which 
the company enacted with so much ¢ 
at Tarragona was, The Beheading of St. Jot 
the Baptist ; and in the hope of meeting 
equal good fortune at Tortosa, they 
early one morning from Tarragona by 
toad which passes by the Col! de Balag 

The baggage, wardrobe, and other theatrical 
equipments of the company, were lade 
several mules, bat the actor Fer 
Garew, who performed the part of St. Joh 
preferred to carry one part of his eostome him 
oll 

Fernando Garcia was a short ma ch 
was a main point for the effective re ’ 
tion of the principal character in the aute sacra 
mental ; for, in order to give an appearance oi 
reality te the scene of the beheading of S 
John the Baptist, a bonetidle, or leathern «k 
cap, was placed on the head of the acter of low 
stature, and upon the said skul!-ca; ere was 
fixed, by means of a spring. a false head in 
tating nature; and the actor's dress or raiment 
was #0 arranged as to reach above, and cover 
hie own head, leaving visible only the false 
one, which being struck off by the 
on the stage, and placed apparently bleeding 
on a dish, or charger prodneed a startling a 
exciting effect Upon the spectators 

Now Fernande Gareia could not make 


m the 


their 








npon 


one 


resenta 


executione 





p his 
mind to confkle this precious era, « eal 

wc wae © @eeential @ strume s 
theatrical enecess, to the care ar eteer 
for it was net merely wel! modelled 


pont of materials—the features being pate! 
so as to imitate nature to perfection, « va 
bau parted over the forehead 
gracetully over the back part « but 
it had glass eyes, which were constant!y mo- 
tion by means of an interna! epring, which waa 
acted upon by the pressure of the said imita 
nen-bead on the skall-cap surmeuating the 
actor's rea! one 

So little Fernando thought that the safer way 
of conveying thie all-import 
chamtem was to make himeelf a head taller on 
his journey, by ingrafting it on his ow: 


and hanging 






the neck 





t piece of me 


pate 
as he was wont to do on the stage and ac 
cordingly, in thie guise, and mounted on a hired 


horse, he wended his way towards Tortosa 
with the rest of the company 

Towards evening, however, he found 1 
self alone. He bad loitered on the road. a 
like all loiterera, he was exposed to incon ve 
ence. The weather was chilly, and 
to ward off its uncomfortable eflects, he cov 
his face, and even his eyes 
cloak ; and trusting the intelligence a . 
footedness of his horse. 








by thinking of the pi whe w 
showered down upou him Tortosa, w he 
should ¢ whose 


reonate to the le 
prcerel r head overtopped his ow without 
feeling any ill etieetsa from the against 
whieh he had #0 snugly sheltered himeell from 
top to toe. Suddenly * at the turn of the 
road at the Col Balaguer, that fata 
where so many us murders and 
beries had been committed—a shot was fire 








rit 


spot 





mystern 


from behind e of the enormous block« 
stone already desorbed. The actor's ne 
reared, @ hrew hie double-headed and 
fled-op rider, whe, whilst struggling t 
camber himeelt from the telis of his cloak 


was terrified beyend measure at see ng « mar 
th a caroioe am his hand in the act of po 
poo bim. 









Fernando, however, was not wanting i 
age, and, having luckily jost on tt 
got free trom the capa, he leaped upon his legs 
and drawing forth a poniani, prepared for re 
sistance 

Vencesias Uriarte—for he it was who was 
rushing upon his supi* on VK YT aatou et 
at having fer the first time missed his aim, was 
about to take to fight he lost all command 





over higwell, and became riveted to the spot 


upon bebolding a being with two heads, the 
upper one—that of St. John the Baptist-—roil 
ing its eyes in the most horrible manner, whilst 


the menacing orbs of lithe Fernande Garou 

were flashing bom from thew secketse im hu 

own living head underneath, and the glistening 

ponward was elevated, ready lo be plunged mig 
reas. 























